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Kubota Vision Announces Signing of Open Innovation Agreement with LEO Pharma A/S  

to Screen Novel VAP-1 Inhibitor Compounds for Inflammatory Skin Diseases  

SEATTLE (April 15, 2020) —	Kubota Vision Inc. (“Kubota Vision”), formerly known as Acucela Inc., a clinical-stage specialty 

ophthalmology company and wholly-owned subsidiary of Kubota Pharmaceutical Holdings Co., Ltd. (Tokyo 4596), announced 

today the signing of an Open Innovation Agreement with LEO Pharma A/S (“LEO Pharma”) to screen novel Vascular Adhesion 

Protein-1 (VAP-1) inhibitor compounds discovered by Kubota Vision. LEO Pharma will evaluate the compounds in disease assays 

for potential therapeutic use in inflammatory skin diseases, such as psoriasis and atopic dermatitis.  

During R&D activities to develop novel therapeutics for uveitis, diabetic macular edema, dry eye and post-operative eye 

inflammation, Kubota Vision discovered several novel VAP-1 inhibitors that are very potent and highly selective. VAP-1 inhibitors, 

also known as Semicarbazide-Sensitive Amine Oxidase (SSAO) inhibitors, are a promising new class of drugs to treat 

inflammation-driven diseases. While Kubota Vision has focused on inflammatory eye conditions, VAP-1 inhibitors can potentially 

be used for multiple inflammatory conditions, including acute respiratory distress syndrome induced by viral infections, such as 

COVID-19, psoriasis, atopic dermatitis, diabetic kidney disease, osteoarthritis, nonalcoholic steatohepatitis (NASH), certain 

cancers, and several other diseases.  

LEO Pharma established its Open Innovation screening program to collaborate with external partners, including biopharmaceutical 

companies and academic institutions, to identify promising new therapies for inflammatory skin diseases. As part of this 

collaborative initiative, LEO Pharma provides in-house expertise and unique research tools to screen promising molecules with 

potential in the dermatology field. Results of the collaborative science program allow LEO Pharma to engage with partners in an 

open dialogue regarding potential strategic business partnerships. 

Ryo Kubota, MD, PhD, Chairman, President and CEO of Kubota Vision Inc., said, “We are excited to collaborate with LEO 

Pharma. Through their unique Open Innovation screening program, we are able to easily provide novel compounds for evaluation. 

We have previously engaged in R&D collaborations with several parties worldwide to identify new areas of value creation. In our 

research for new medicines for ocular inflammation, we have identified a portfolio of potent and selective VAP-1 inhibitors. We 

hope that the collaboration with LEO Pharma will help identify and enhance the value of our compounds in other therapeutic fields, 

such as dermatology.” 

LEO Pharma Open Innovation invites anyone in the field of science to have their molecules tested using LEO Pharma research 

resources. Helen Frost, Head of Operations at LEO Pharma Open Innovation said, "The unique setup of LEO Pharma Open 

Innovation creates the ideal circumstance for us to explore completely novel target and opportunities that we wouldn’t be able to 

identify otherwise. Collaborating with a range of partners from around the world, from academic researchers to biotechs and big 

pharma, allows us to connect up the dots in ways that we would not otherwise be able to. Kubota Vision’s VAP-1 inhibitors derived 

from ophthalmic-focused R&D are a great example of this potential opportunity.” 
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About Kubota Vision Inc. 

Kubota Vision Inc. (Seattle, WA) is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Kubota Pharmaceutical Holdings Co., Ltd. (Tokyo 4596) 

committed to translating innovation into a diverse portfolio of drugs and devices to preserve and restore vision for millions of 

people worldwide. Kubota Vision’s development pipeline include drug candidates for the treatment of diabetic retinopathy, 

Stargardt disease, and optogenetics-based gene therapy for the treatment of retinitis pigmentosa. The company is also developing 

a handheld OCT device for the monitoring of neovascular retinal diseases, to be used directly by patients.                   

https://www.KubotaVision.com;  https://www.kubotaholdings.co.jp/en/ 

About LEO Pharma A/S 

LEO Pharma helps people achieve healthy skin. The company is a leader in medical dermatology with a robust R&D pipeline, a 

wide range of therapies and a pioneering spirit. Founded in 1908 and owned by the LEO Foundation, LEO Pharma has devoted 

decades of research and development to advance the science of dermatology, setting new standards of care for people with skin 

conditions. LEO Pharma is headquartered in Denmark with a global team of 6,000 people, serving 92 million patients in 130 

countries. In 2019, the company generated net sales of DKK 10,805 million.  

For more information please visit: www.leo-pharma.com 

Cautionary Statements 

Certain statements contained in this press release are forward-looking statements within the meaning of Section 27A of the 

Securities Act of 1933 and Section 21E of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 and the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act 

of 1995. Any statements contained in this press release that are not statements of historical fact may be deemed to be forward-

looking statements. These forward-looking statements include statements regarding our expectations related to our development 

plans and ability to successfully develop and commercialize our product candidates and the potential efficacy, future development 

plans and commercial potential of our product candidates. These statements are based on current assumptions that involve risks, 

uncertainties and other factors that could cause the actual results, events or developments to differ materially from those expressed 

or implied by such forward-looking statements. These risks and uncertainties, many of which are beyond our control, include, but 

are not limited to: our investigational product candidates may not demonstrate the expected safety and efficacy; our pre-clinical 

development efforts may not yield additional product candidates; any of our or our collaborators' product candidates may fail in 

development, may not receive required regulatory approvals, or may be delayed to a point where they are not commercially viable; 

our clinical trials could be delayed; new developments in the intensely competitive ophthalmic pharmaceutical market may require 

changes in our clinical trial plans or limit the potential benefits of our investigational product candidates; the impact of expanded 

product development and clinical activities on operating expenses; adverse conditions in the general domestic and global economic 

markets; as well as the other risks identified in our filings with the Securities and Exchange Commission. These forward-looking 

statements speak only as of the date hereof and we assume no obligation to update these forward-looking statements, and readers 

are cautioned not to place undue reliance on such forward-looking statements. For a detailed discussion of the foregoing risks and 

other risk factors, please refer to our filings with the Securities and Exchange Commission, which are available on Kubota 
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Pharmaceutical Holdings (Kubota Vision’s parent company) investor relations website (https://www.kubotaholdings.co.jp/en/ir/) 

and on the SEC’s website (http://www.sec.gov). 

“Kubota Vision”, the Kubota Vision logo and “Kubota” are registered trademarks or trademarks of Kubota Vision Inc. or Kubota 

Pharmaceutical Holdings in various jurisdictions. 

 

Kubota Vision Media and Investor Relations Contact: 

Ms. Yumiko Hamanaka 

Director, U.S. Media and Investor Relations 

Tel: +1-206-805-8300 

Email:  yhamanaka@KubotaVision.com  
 

LEO Pharma A/S Media and Investor Relations Contact: 

Mr. Henrik Kyndlev 

Director, LEO Pharma Global External Communications 

Tel: +45 31406180 

Email: HDTDK@leo-pharma.com 
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